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GREAT BRITAIN The Church and the Atom 


A report entitled "The Church and the Atom; A Study of the Moral and 
Theological Aspects of Peace and War" has been published by a Commission appointed 
by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York at the request of the Church Assembly "to 
consider the Report of the British Council of Churches! Commission on 'The Era of 
Atomic Power'," In May 1946, this Commission declared that "democracy" was the so- 
lution to the atomic problem. The present Commission describes this idea as "alto- 
gether too facile", and emphasises the dangerous possibilities of such notions as 
"a world safe for democracy", It condemns "undefined and unlimited war aims" and 
emphasises that "the whole law of nations, whether in peace or in war, depends 
ultimately upon the observance of good faith" and so upon common standards derived 
from the law of God. 


After a chapter on the Laws of War saying that "the divine Law imposes 
certain irremovable limitations upon the rights and powers of all political author- 
ity", the report discusses "Christian Duty in a World of Power," It shows the dangers 
of failure to realise the limitations of science owing to the abstractions on which 
it is built, which involves "the fragnentation of truth", and, turning to the po- 
litical problem, it discusses the failure of the League of Nations and of various 
other schemes for international order based on "the perpetuation of some particular 
map »"! 


The report repudiates the argument which would attribute the evils of our 
day to the "doctrine of sovereignty", since the word "sovereignty" is "merely a con- 
venient descriptive term for stating a political fact", It recognises the valuable 
part played during the last century by functional organisations of an international 
character and, speaking of the difficulty of controlling atomic energy, urges a 
recall to "natural law'! among nations. 


Regarding the attitude of the U.S.S.R., which believes to possess already 
the "true secret of international order, the report states that there exists today 
one great Power that has "shown itself thus far completely unwilling to cooperate 
for the promotion of an order based on free association", "The rulers of the 
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U.S.Ssheoee nurse with an intensity like that of a religious faith the conviction 
that they are designed by destiny to incorporate the whole of mankind in the order 
of which they are themselves the guiding and controlling force. They hold, more- 
over, that the times are ripe and the omens auspicious for an immense extension of 
the order in which they believe... It would, therefore, be foolish from their 
point of view to allow any interference from those countrics with the area already 
in their power, whether in the economic or tha military sphere...'' What should be 
the Christian attitude in this respect? The report states that "there are those 
who would say that the solution is te counter aggression by love. Ultimately that 
may be true. But is it applicable to the problem that confronts us? Or, to put 
it in another way, is it not the case that love demands chief consideration for 
those who are threatened by aggression?! 


On the question of War Aims, the report brings a long discussion of the 
use of the atomic bomb as essentially an instrument of "obliteration" and of 
"psychological" warfare, It regards Hiroshima and Nagasaki as "striking testimony 
of the. evil that follows upon undefined and unlimited war aims', The Commission 
also "think, not unreasonably in the light of recent experience, that, in any con- 
flict of the sort that is conceivable in the world we know today, on one side at 
least there would be repudiation of the fundamental postulates on which the netion 
of ‘just! warfare rests; and that in such circumstances it would be ridiculous to 
expect the belligerents on the other side, howéver law-abiding in the normal way, 
to prejudice their chances of success by maintaining restraints that their opponents 
abandoned," 


Coming to the problem of "Just Causes", the Commission, considering the 
Historical and Theological Background, suggests that "the unity of any society is 
ultimetely ef a religious kind, even though the religion be false or even idolatrous, 
as in the case of state-worship", It discusses the suggestion that "the jugments 
of God frequently involve indiscriminateness", and, ecnsidering Morality in War- 
fare, with special reference tc the traditional doctrine cf "the just war', it de- 
clares that the just war should be considered as 'ta remedy for international -de- 
linguency, net as ameans of making disciples of all nations". 


The conclusions of the report on bombing amount to "considerable restric- 
tion on the, use of strategic bombing", remembering always "that the object of war- 
fare is not to kill the enemy, but to disarm and se overpower him", H.P.S.Geneva 


UeSeSeR, | An archbishop Appeals to Western Christians 


Archbishop Luka of Crimea - who in civilian life is Profess«r Voino-Yase- 
netsky and who was awarded in 1945 the Stalin Prize fer developing new methods in - 
the treatment of suppurating diseases and wounds - writing in the Journal cf the 
Moscow Patriarchate, cfficial organ cf the Russian Orthodox Church, eppealed to 
Christians in "Anglo-Saxon countries" to thwart "the bloody plans of their militar- 
ists", 


The Archbishop's plea, addressed especially to the people cf the United 
States and Great Britain, recalls the fate of such historical conquerors as Tamer- 
lene, Alexander the Great, Napoleon and Hitler. Archbishop Luka urged western 
Christians to remember the lessons cf the Bible and what happened to "pale Belshazar, 
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who saw the handwriting on tha wall, end the assyrians whom the Lord exterminated 
fcr attempting to capture Jerusalem, Asserting that the United States are "fear- 
ful of the inevitable approach of Socialism and Communism", Archbishop Luka de- 
clared that "this fear is well founded, because if Cemnunism did nct enjoy the 
sympathy of millions its enemiés seed heve no need te reach for atom bombs!', 


As to the relations between the Russian Urthodox Church and the Soviet 
government Archbishop Luka said the Russian clergy "lives at full peace with the 
government because the latter has given the Church full freedom and does not inter- 
fere with its internal affaires... Materialism, which is the ideological basis of 
Communism, is completely, alien to the Crthodox Church, but "this does not prevent 
us from seeing all the good, full of social truth, that the new state system has 


brought us, and we welcome it with pure hearts', HeP.S. Geneva 
JiiPAN Bishop Neill's Visit to Japm 


On his Far Hastern journey on behalf of the World Genurtietd of Churches 
Bishop Stephen Neill has recently visited Japan. His visit resulted in the accept- 
ance by the Kyodan (United Church) and the Sei Kokwai (Anglican Church) of member- 
ship in the World Council. 


Bishop Neill, accompanied .by Dr. Decker, Secretary of the International 
Missionary Council, had also interviews with the Emperor and General Macarthur. 
Concerning the interview with the Emperor he writes: "The Emperor spoke feelingly 
of the moral and spiritual deterioration that had been brought about by the war 
among the people of Japan, and his desire that spiritual forces from outside should 
cooperate with those within Japan in the recovery of a better moral standard, He 
expressed the desire that Japan as it now is for friendship with all nations." 


Concerning the interview with General MacArthur Bishop Neill writes: "The 
General himself is a devout though undogmatic Christian. He has never concealed 
his conviction that, for Japan, democracy and acceptance of the basic principles 
of Christianity must go together, Christianity, as he sees it, with its insistence 
on the value of human personality, on rectitude in conduct and purity of heart, is 
the greatest idea in the world", "But, said the General, if you agree that now is 
the chance to bring the Japanese people under the direct influence of Christian 
teaching, your missionary enterprise is on far too small a scale. You have some- 
thing like twelve hundred missionaries; you want to multiply your effort about a 
hundredfold, In the past the missionary has gathered round him 2 little flock of 
faithful Christians; their life has been inward-looking, they have becn a segregat- 
ed fleck, Now you have got to get your message out broadcast. ‘The only way is for 
the missionary to create an immense army of Japanese who will go out tc be mission- 
aries to their own people, and get this message out to the whole nation. That is 
going to cost money. But the generosity of Christian people, when they see a need 
is illimitable, If you can get the Christian world convinced of the greatness of 


the call, surely there is no doubt of its rising to the height of the opportunity." 
f E.P.o. Geneva 
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DALWART 
DENMARK The Problem of Ordained Women 


For the first time in Denmark: a woman is probably going to be allowed to 
become a pastor. The church press reports that one of the so-called "Grundtvigian" 
congregations in Nérre Alslev, on the Island of Falster, has appointed Miss Ander- 
son as its pastor, | 


This decision aroused lively discussion everywhere, Hitherto the Danish 
Constitution had forbidden the ordination of women. This law has now been rescind- 
ed and the new law gives the Bishops freedom to ordain a woman, But the law is 
formulated in such a way that, if in future a Bishop rejects his right to supervise 
a parish and its pastors, the State Department for Church Affairs is entitled to 
request another Bishop to take control of the parish in question. The law had to 
be formulated in this way, because the Bishop of Falster, Dr Plum, refused to 
ordain Miss Anderson as pastor of the Church at Négrre Alsley. This parish was 
therefore placed under the control of the diocese of Fiinen, whose Bishop, Dr Gli-- 
gaard, was willing to ordain her, 


Out of the 9 Lutheran Bishops, 7 (including Bishop Fuglsang-Damgaard) 
issued a declaration against the admission of women to the ministry and "deploring 
that the Parliament had passed this law, They pointed out that the law had been 
enacted, in spite of the disapproval of the majority of Bishops and of many pastors, 
and without taking accowit of the precedent that was being set in other countries. 


In reply to the question whether the teaching and practice of the Church 
were altered by the ordination of a woman, the Bishops maintained that this was not 
a-question of Church doctrine but of Church order, It would not be true to say 
that the practice of the Danish Church had actually been modified, since this is 
only an exceptional case, against which the majority of the Bishops gave warning 
and urged that the number of such exceptions should not increase, 


In spite of the tension evoked by this affair in wide circles, it is 
sufficient for the unity of the Church’ if there is agreement concerning the teach- 
ing of the Gospel and the administration of the Sacraments (Augsburg Confession, 
Article 7). The Bishops therefore urge that the matter be carefully considered, 
There are already sharp conflicts within the Danish national Church, not only be- 
tween different tendencies, but also concerning questions of decisive importance 
(re-marriage of divorced persons, for instance). In these questions every clergy- 
man acts according to his own conscience and the unity of the Church as a whole 
has not been broken, 


The declaration of the Bishops finally points out that everyone concerned 
- notwithstanding their well-founded misgivings - should consider the terrible re- 
sults of a schism just at a time when unity and cooperation within the Church are 
the only things which can save the Danish people from moral and religious decay. 


, This declaration of the Bishops was instigated by a sharp protest made by 
a group of pastors in the Danish national Church, expressing their opposition to 
the ordination of women; they emphasise, however, that they did not wish to cut 
themselves off from the national Church. 


esey. beaten): jo mediort: sit 
teat ee 


_ oF bewodte ad od sates qldedorc et: Manow £ henearial ni wats ext? alts 0 | 
Getntvebnss” Leii7o~oe edd To. eno dedt ataoget. ceexg dowids af etoteny 2 ome 
a 


ae ee an bei sr RRs eat 4 aad faey, 20 Brtel edt oo yveiels evchi nt suottese 
| : | | »totecg att “ay 


at 


ates datene Mis Otteng EE hiadecsibe ue.traugeth vlevil bsevots motelosh eldT a 
© ehaioeet asd Wea een Yet ela? .iemew to sekitentbto od oehihtdrot bed nodtod 
¢ ef Was wile doh gacmow'e atch ot mob OES Sicld edt sovin wel wed ond pee: 
_Seirisnic’ ot tigiv eth adogtes qodeii & omdwt nt Gi .todt yew 2 dove at besalem 
Fs ne beds Lie io ei egisTiA nowdo wot dnemPtoged atede aid eetotesy etl fae netae : 
= Pet bit wad ait notte at dakuag ett te fortunes exit ot qodetd xodtome tue Lig o 
-+ OF DyBWiGe yd Wi ytedatet to qodets aft cascosd gisw vided AL ng 
as t GY Neiseq nth! syetects Sergi tu dowao oft Yo twotsey av coendbak —s* . 
mat: mets a cad loca oaodw. Ee te ceavoke ait to Leateoo ed tebart beast = 


sted nich10 oF gatiite: arias 


"Site meters: SBE eprint ‘pull Lowt) 4 eendeia stadt] wild to tu” » ane 
RODOLaah Sa VNieiain edd od Remow Le moiseicke oct Caakeu: sotteisfosh a b ve 
teed bed wel eid tact ayo. betnteg votT wel eb! beessq bod Somilfakd off 7 
aiaey wake Yo bas sqgoiehi to ¢ EmoGom eit to feverqqeeib alt Jo atige 6h 
ake Nesabiacs eo at gen anied saw test triab: 


«, 7 


27q eis lo tueesos gunbler Succi tw 


| thet wed to soitea zy ee gikdossd ef? teitody aoitewp sadt of vlast ar 


“baits a 
a Bey sid Jaks bantetuten. ‘eqemell tis yc mw 8 to meiventhzo ant yd beret Ls a 


~. NPBot eutt-ed ton iloqwtt «tsb4® dowd) Yo dd antusecs dowdd to HoLtngs 
Cae Sidd eonte gbeit.tvom mad yileutos par ioemo deloot ed? to sotinat edt; 


a ’ paren ow agora itl eit to ysicoksem ond dointw fenlens .,9ee9 Isnotiquoxe 18% 0 
a ‘. ¢becetond dou mtuens Bolt quoxy nue 10 eden a aes bast: £ ren 


Pee il> ak th <eulosto bin ah bedi aiid yf bulova roteced add Yo et kap ri SY, | 
“adlor od af? Gnitireonos tromeurys ci exsdt tL HotwA ett to yttow att a0 Jaotot tr 
; = MOLpestnd yymcie wh) etnemeroe® edd to sottonts ohoimbs eit bas Legged odd to od 
= sseteblenoo, ylivtotws ed xisdtem exid Tedd outy grote reds wgodetd oT. »«(f s 
wed yioo Yon Hows) fadotisa detoct eis oitdiy etekftpe. qiusde Ybserfs . om 
a ehviseqnd ovielssb to egatd: caup yolribonoo oute tod veeionshaes taste 
) Wetals yxeve encitsosp seat al w(sonesuMl TOt yeHoatég heorovlbh to egies 
Siedw sae domiiD eit ‘to ydéay ond bas sone boesee iwo eid of waukbroogs. coe d 


ones Boed ¢ * 


> Benraaiico ancicsere. dad das ine virkuie nyoda eg oot te nobtorwitseb edt 
Re SH, eidtrned oy tubtenoy bineds « ayabrtyeti buicisto te Lew “thet tnd asd 
Bee ApuriD ait. cubist cw HOLT wGG09 bai, Ve toy stgety pak s te doug tra 

Re ANBOSh apo byt we fous Lonom wont eiqoed Baba vane wee nae: tc yank ne 


WE Shem tending gree £ yd hes pigs eed enw eqodaes odd to 


oF noid teoqe rrids Sttonutiixa loywdo Leaoktan debang ‘edd in 
f dus tain waa bib Ye i ede cTtevewod |, Bigrabey a) co + 


J 


Te rs 
nade 
. 


(Se 


» iit i base i A mm” ies ma Mey sith 
Se eer ey ee , 


No, 16 - April 23, 1948 — 1 


This group of pastors are already talking sbout a "Confessing 
Front" within the national Church, It is impossible tc estimate yet, whether the 
matter will have consequences for the relationship between Church and State in 


Denmark, and possibly influence a future Church Constitution, BP.S.Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Visit cf the armenian Archbishop, Surmeyan 


Archbishop Artavazd Surmeyan, the apostolic representative of the Armen- 
ian Cathclicos for the diocese of Europe, recently paid his first visit to the 
Armenian colony in Switzerland. On April 18, .rmaniens from all over Switzerland 
crowded into the English Church in Geneva to hear mass and the sermon, 


In his sermon the Archbishop expressed his satisfaction in seeing how much 
the Armenians in Switzerland loved their Church. He spoke of the beauties of 
armenia, which he visited in 1945 for the enthrenement of the Catholicos of all 
the armenians, Kevork WI. He ended by exherting the Armenian mothers to teach 
their children the Armenian language, and the bases of the Armenian religicn, 
which had been the rallying-force cf the nation for centuries. 


While in Geneva, the archbishop visited the headquarters of the World 
Council of Churches, where he discussed the participaticn of the Armenian Church 
in the Assembly at Amsterdam with the General Secretary, Dr W.eA.e Visser 't Hooft 


and some of his colleagues. feP.eS Geneva 
NETHERLANDS International Congress of Old Catholics 


The 15th Internaticnal Congress of Old Catholics will meet in Hilversum 
from August 17-21. The last Congress cf Old Catholic Christians was held in 1948 
in Zurich, The fcrthcoming conference is the first large official meeting of re- 
presentatives of Old Catholic Churches, and other Churches sympathetic to them, to 
be held since the war. Convenors are the Archbishop cf Utrecht, Dr Andreas Rinkel, 
and the Bishops of the Utrecht Union in Holland, Germany, Austria, Poland, Switzer- 


land, Czechoslovakia and the United States. E.P.o.Geneva 
INDIA A Young Church Starts a Mission 


On February 7, 1948 some lay members cf the Telugu Church Council met at 
Cuddapah, India, and planned tc fcund a Missionary Society. They eonvened a con- 
ference at Jammalamadugu on February 21 and 22, which 400 members attended. It 
was felt even after 150 years cxistence cf 350 Foreign Societies in India that not 
a single society had become indigenous and that Indians sheuld become very socn 
independent and self-sufficient in free India. All the members subscribed Rs.1500 
on the spot and promied Rs.l000 for an Independent Seciety. The conference expres- 
sed gratitude for all that the London Missionary Society had done in the past and 
appointed a sub-committee to draft the constitution cf the new Society. EPS. Geneva 


CZECH OSLOVaK IA For Those Who Do Not Wish To Work On 
Sundays 


The Synodal Council of the Evangelical Church of the Czech Brethren has 
sent a ‘petition to the President of the Central Committee of action, asking that 
people who, for reascns of conscience, de not wish tc take part in reconstruction 
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work organised by the Government on Sundays, but are prepured to do so on week-days, 


should not be regarded as hostile to it. K.P.d.Geneva 
GERMANY Against the New School Law 


The new law applying to schools in Berlin prohibits denominational schools, 
both public and private, The Evangelical weekly "Die Kirche", reports on April 4, 
that the Fraternal Council of the Confessing Church in Berlin sent a letter on 
March 1g to the magistrate of Greater Berlin, expressing their attitude to this 
law. The letter points out that the new regulations are less favourable than those 
enforced by the High Command on April 2, 1946. 


"We object", says the letter, "that the new school law excludes all possibil- 
ity of organising Christian schools as part of the state school system. We are 
speaking here for many parents who have expressed their desire for Christian 
schools in which all the teaching is given by Christian teachers, and harmonises 
with the training given in a Christian home, Many of these parents voted for the 
Socialist parties, but these parties have not carried out the voters! wishes on 
this question, In our opinion the City Council should not. have assumed that the 
majority wanted to abolish denominational schools, They should have tried to find 
a solution, which tock everyone's wishes into account. We cannot give the exact 
number of those who want to have Christian schools. But in any case it is very 
considerable," 


The letter also protested against the dissolution cf the cclleges (Gymna~ 


sien) in view cf their importance fcr theological studies. . EeP.S. Geneva 
GERMANY Message Concerning the Jewish Question 


At its meeting on April 7 and 8, in Darmstadt, the Fraternal Council of 
the Evangelical Church in Germany drew up 2 "Message concerning the Jewish Queston", 
This message, with its advice and its insistence on repentance, will be a spiritual 
help to pastors and church members, for the right Biblical attitude tc the Jewish 
question and for their own thought and action. 


The message begins by expressing the regret of the Fraternal Council, 
that no general message had so far been published concerning what happened to the 
Jews in the past. It therefore thanks the German pastors and church members for 
"finding, and expressing this message and suffering fcr it", The Fraternal Coun- 
cil also thanks "all those who have thereby erected warning signs, both at home 
and abroad", 


The Fraternal Council perceives the danger that the same evil spirit may 
be conjured up again. "Now that we are suffering for the sins we committed against 
the Jews, there is a growing danger that we may turn away from God's judgment to a 
new form cf anti-Semitism". But "in this danger and temptation, God's Word con- 
fronts us and helps us to think and act rightly tcwards the Jews," 


In the second part cf the message, a nunber cf principles are drawn up. 
for the relationship between the Jews and the Christian Church, on the basis of 
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Holy Scripture, The principle is laid dewn that Christians must regard the fate 
of the Jewish people in the light of Christ "the Son of God, who was born a Jew", 
"By crucifying the Messiah, Israel repudiated its own vocation and mission", But 
the Church should net therefore brand the Jews as "sclely responsible fcr the 
Crucifixion of Christ... Since the time of Christ, end through Him, the grace of 
election has passed from Israel to the Church, which consists of people of all 
nations, Jews and Gentiles. The Church must not therefore make a division between 
the Christian Jews and the non-Christian Jews. It should wait fcr "the erring 
children of Israel tc resuma the place reserved for them by Gode! 


The Church must recognise the Jew as its "erring brother" who is neverthe- 
less destined fcr Christ, and whom God has never forsaken. The Church must there- 
fore love him, andcall him, just because the fate cf the Jews is "a silent sermon! 
showing that "God is not mocked", 


The Fraternal Council adds; “It was a fatal mistake for the modern 
Churches to treat th. Jewish question purely from the secular point cf view of 
humanitarlanism, emancipation and anti-Semitism... The Word cf God teaches us, 
to our shame and sorrow, how we have failed in our duty to the Jews, And now we 
are faced by the judgments cf God, to which we submit in sincere repentance ,' 


The third part of the Message urges the Church to recognise the "myster- 
ious affinity" between Israel and the Church, which is part of the will of God in 
Obedience to the witness of the Old and New Testaments." Christians should help 
"to make good the wrong that has been done... 


"We turn especially to you', the message goes on, "who are descended from 
the seed of Abraham, and who now confess by God's grace that Jesus Christ, the 
Crucified and the Risen Lord, is the Saviour thrcugh Whom you are blessed as the 
children cf God. We ask you to keep in mind this miracle of divine mercy, and not 
to think only cf what men have done tc you - men who were baptised with the same 
baptism as yourselves and who are called, together with you, to fellowship within 
the Body of Christ, 


"We know how difficult we have made it for you, through cur silence and 
our lack of love, to believe that the time of salvation has come, in which Jews 
and Gentiles will praise God tcgether with one accent, for His mercy and His truth." 


Finally, the Christians of Jewish origin are urgently requested "not to 
form Churches of their om, but to remain with us, to listen with us to God's Word, 


to learn, to teach, and to praise God for His mighty acts." HeP.OeGeneva 
CZHCHOSLOVAKTA New Theological Review 


Up to the present there has been no scientific review of Protestant theo- 
logy in Czechoslovakia - a lack which has been greatly regretted especially by the 
young pastors of the different Protestant Churches, At the end of April, however, 
a new publication called "Theologia evangelical" is tc appear, which will meet this 
need, It will appear four times a year under the auspices of the. John Hus Faculty 
in Prague and the Protestant Faculty cf Bratislava. EeP.SeGeneva 
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